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St. Sarkis Armenian Church Santa Clarita

Cwpwpwebtnephly-Weekly Bulletin
Sunday, December 15, 2024
Bible Reading

Luke 17:1-6

17 Jesus said to his disciples: “Things that cause people to
stumble are bound to come, but woe to anyone through whom they
come. 2 It would be better for them to be thrown into the sea with a
millstone tied around their neck than to cause one of these little
ones to stumble. 3 So watch yourselves.

“If your brother or sisterl2] sins against you, rebuke them; and if they
repent, forgive them. 4 Even if they sin against you seven times in a
day and seven times come back to you saying ‘I repent,” you must
forgive them.”

5 The apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our faith!”

6 He replied, “If you have faith as small as a mustard seed, you can
say to this mulberry tree, ‘Be uprooted and planted in the sea,” and it
will obey you.

Hebrews 1:1-3

1 In the past God spoke to our ancestors through the
prophets at many times and in various ways, 2 but in these last
days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed
heir of all things, and through whom also he made the
universe. 3 The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact

representation of his being, sustaining all things by his
powerful word. After he had provided purification for sins, he
sat down at the right hand of the Majesty in heaven.
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The feast of Saint James of Nisibis
December 14, 2024

Saint James of Nisibis is a beloved and prominent saint not only to the
Syriac, Church but also to the Armenians. He was born, raised, worked and
died in the city of Nisibis which today is known as Nusbyien a city in
Southeastern Turkey. He was the first cousin of St. Gregory the Illuminator.
St. James passed his early years studying and with spiritual upbringing. In
his young adulthood he withdrew to the desert to live and pray as an ascetic.
When the bishop of Nisibis died two candidates emerged from two
conflicting groups of the population. However, with the advice of the hermit
Maroukeh, everyone focused on James the hermit and summoned him from
the desert and ordained him bishop in 320 A.D. in Amida.
The life of St. James is filled with incidents of miracles, which simply
witnesses the fact of the broad popularity of this spiritual leader. He had
been a disciple of the hermit Maroukeh and he in turn had been a teacher of
Ephraem the Syrian Priest, a great patristic writer.
St. James is also known for his divine vision on Mount Ararat, where he
found the sacred relic of Noah's Ark and brought it to the Armenian people.
According to tradition, while St. James preached in and around Nisibis, he
heard that people doubted the story of Noah's Ark. He was determined to
provide his flock with evidence, so he set out on a journey to the top of
Mount Ararat to find the remains of the ark.
Some time into his journey, before reaching his destination, he felt tired and
decided to stop and rest before moving forward. After he continued on his
journey, he took a second break. However, when he awoke, he found

himself in the spot that he originally chose as his resting place. He
continued on his journey, yet he encountered the same phenomenon for
seven years. Nevertheless, James carried forward, relying on his faith to see
him to the end of his journey.

One day, while he slept, an angel appeared to him in a vision and brought
him a piece of the wood from Noah's Ark. The angel told him that he could
not see any more of the ark, but that the wooden remnant would be proof
enough for the naysayers.

St. James prayed to God to produce an eternal miracle on the spot where he
had the vision and immediately afterward a spring gushed forth, which
exists to this day. The relic of Noah's Ark received by St. James is currently
in possession of Holy Etchmiadzin.

| St. Sarkis Programs & Events: |

ACYO Raftle: check for the flyer at the front door desk

Toy Drive: check for the flyer at the front door desk

Join us for the Sunday School

“Text to Give:
Check for the flyer at the front door desk
First time users, text “give” to the St. Sarkis designated phone
number, (844) 796-0091. You will receive a text back.

Donate Your Car
Save a little of this
Keeping that extra vehicle is expensive. Donate it and save some
money while also getting a tax-deduction. It’s a win for you and a
win for our church! For more information, call to church office at
(661)5057260 or (8186449398
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