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Bible Reading

Matthew 21:17

21 As they approached Jerusalem and came to Bethphage on
the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, 2 saying to
them, “Go to the village ahead of you, and at once you will
find a donkey tied there, with her colt by her. Untie them and
bring them to me. 3 If anyone says anything to you, say that the
Lord needs them, and he will send them right away. 4 This
took place to fulfill what was spoken through the prophet:
5“Say to Daughter Zion, ‘See, your king comes to you,

gentle and riding on a donkey, and on a colt, the foal of a
donkey. 216 The disciples went and did as Jesus had instructed
them. 7 They brought the donkey and the colt and placed their
cloaks on them for Jesus to sit on. 8 A very large crowd spread
their cloaks on the road, while others cut branches from the
trees and spread them on the road. ® The crowds that went
ahead of him and those that followed shouted,

“Hosannal®! to the Son of David!”

“Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!”[c
“Hosannaldl in the highest heaven!”

10 When Jesus entered Jerusalem, the whole city was stirred and
asked, “Who is this?” 11 The crowds answered, “This is Jesus,
the prophet from Nazareth in Galilee.”

Philippians 4:4-7

4 Rejoice in the Lord always. | will say it again: Rejoice! 5 Let
your gentleness be evident to all. The Lord is near. 6 Do not be
anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and
petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to
God. 7 And the peace of God, which transcends all
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ
Jesus.

Palm Sunday

One week before the Feast of the Glorious Resurrection of Our
Lord Jesus Christ, the Armenian Church celebrates the Feast of
Palm Sunday, celebrating the Triumphant Entry of Christ into
Jerusalem.

Jesus comes into Jerusalem riding atop a donkey and the
people gather to meet Him with reverence, thus fulfilling the
words of the prophet from the Old Testament.

The Gospel of St. Matthew, in relating the story, refers to the
prophecy, “All this was done, that it might be fulfilled, that
which was spoken by the prophet, saying “Tell the daughter of
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Zion, Behold, your king is coming to you! He is humble and
sitting on an ass, and a colt, the foal of an ass.” (Mt 21:4-5).

On His arrival, a large crowd of people gathers to greet Him,
and spread their cloaks on the road before Him, while others
cut branches from palm trees and place them on the path. The
crowd exclaims: “Hosanna! Blessed is the King of Israel that
comes in the Name of the Lord” (Jn 12:13).

Jesus approached Jerusalem at the start of the Passover Feast,

when hundreds of thousands of pilgrims were crowding into
Jerusalem. As he came to Bethphage and mounted his donkey,
he would have been surrounded by people going up to
Jerusalem. When he reached the top of the Mount of Olives,
and looked over the city of Jerusalem, he would have seen
crowds of people streaming out the city gates. As the word
spread that the king was coming, the pilgrims who were
already in the city came out to greet him. Therefore, as Jesus
rode down into the Kidron Valley, there were people in front of
him, behind him, and all around him. They were waving palm
branches and throwing down their robes to make a procession
of praise. They kept shouting and shouting, "Hosanna to the
Son of David!" "Blessed is he who comes in the name of the
Lord!" "Hosanna in the highest!" (Matt. 21:9).

It was exactly the kind of welcome Jesus deserves. He is the
Son of David, our true and rightful king. To him we give all our
high hosannas, for he is our gentle, gentle Savior.

St. Sarkis Programs & Events:

ACYO Raffle: check for the flyer at the front door desk
Join us for the Sunday School

Palm Sunday — April 13. 2025
9:45 A.M. — Morning Service

10:30 A.M. — Divine Liturgy followed by
Children’s Blessing
Opening of the Portals
Bake Sale after church Services

ST. SARKIS SATURDAY SCHOOL
CARNIVAL
April 26, 2025 12pm-5pm

“Text to Give:
Check for the flyer at the front door desk
First time users, text “give” to the St. Sarkis designated phone
number, (844) 796-0091. You will receive a text back.

Donate Your Car
Save a little of this

Keeping that extra vehicle is expensive. Donate it and save some
money while also getting a tax-deduction. It’s a win for you and a
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win for our church! For more information, call to church office at
(661)5057260 or (8186449398




