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Bible Reading 

1 Peter 5:1–14 

5  So I exhort the elders among you,  mas a fellow elder and  na 
witness of the sufferings of Christ, as well as a partaker in the glory 
that is going to be revealed:  2  oshepherd the flock of God that is 
among you, exercising oversight,1  pnot under compulsion, but 
willingly, as God would have you;2  qnot for shameful gain, but 
eagerly;  3  not  rdomineering over those in your charge, but  sbeing 
examples to the flock. 4 And when tthe chief Shepherd appears, you 
will receive the  uunfading  vcrown of glory. 5 Likewise, you who are 
younger, be subject to the elders.  wClothe yourselves, all of you, 
with humility toward one another, for x“God opposes the proud but 
gives grace to the humble.” 
6 xHumble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God so 
that at the proper time he may exalt you, 7 ycasting all your anxieties 
on him, because  zhe cares for you.  8  aBe sober-minded;  bbe 
watchful. Your  cadversary the devil  dprowls around  elike a roaring 
lion, seeking someone to devour.  9  fResist him,  gfirm in your faith, 
knowing that hthe same kinds of suffering are being experienced by 
your brotherhood throughout the world.  10  And  iafter you have 

suffered a little while, the God of all grace,  jwho has called you to 
his  keternal glory in Christ, will himself  lrestore,  mconfirm, 
strengthen, and establish you. 11  nTo him be the dominion forever 
and ever. Amen. Final Greetings 12 By oSilvanus, a faithful brother as 
I regard him, pI have written briefly to you, exhorting and declaring 
that this is qthe true grace of God. rStand firm in it. 13 She who is at 
Babylon, who is likewise chosen, sends you greetings, and so 
does sMark, my son. 14 tGreet one another with the kiss of love. 
uPeace to all of you who are in Christ. 

John 5:19-30 

19 Jesus gave them this answer: “Very truly I tell you, the Son can do 
nothing by himself;  he can do only what he sees his Father doing, 
because whatever the Father does the Son also does. 20 For the Father 
loves the Son and shows him all he does. Yes, and he will show him 
even greater works than these, so that you will be amazed. 21 For just 
as the Father raises the dead and gives them life,  even so the Son 
gives life  to whom he is pleased to give it.  22 Moreover, the Father 
judges no one, but has entrusted all judgment to the Son,  23 that all 
may honor the Son just as they honor the Father. Whoever does not 
honor the Son does not honor the Father, who sent him. 
24 “Very truly I tell you, whoever hears my word and believes him 
who sent me has eternal life and will not be judged but has crossed 
over from death to life. 25 Very truly I tell you, a time is coming and 
has now come when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God 
and those who hear will live. 26 For as the Father has life in himself, 
so he has granted the Son also to have life in himself. 27 And he has 
given him authority to judge because he is the Son of Man. 
28 “Do not be amazed at this, for a time is coming when all who are 
in their graves will hear his voice 29 and come out—those who have 
done what is good will rise to live, and those who have done what is 
evil will rise to be condemned. 30 By myself I can do nothing; I judge 
only as I hear, and my judgment is just,  for I seek not to please 
myself but him who sent me. 
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Red Sunday 

In the Calendar of the Armenian Church, the third Sunday 
following the Glorious Resurrection of Our Lord Jesus Christ 
is known as Red Sunday. 

The color “red” has been used throughout history to represent 
many things. One of the symbolic meanings is the blood of the 
martyrs who were sacrificed for Christ, His Holy Church, and 
their Christian faith. During the early years of Christianity, 
faithful followers of Jesus Christ were subjected to severe 
persecutions and torments. Many elected to die rather than 
betray their principles of life and faith, which the Incarnate 
God – Christ Jesus – had endowed to them and all of mankind. 
The psalmist writes, “Precious in the sight of the Lord is the 
death of the saints” (Psalms 116:15). 

Today, martyrdom is far less often an occurrence in the lives of 
Christians, yet it does happen. However, the greater struggle is 
the one against sin, which we can see manifested in many ways 
throughout the world. The battle against wickedness and evil, 
which will be victorious in the end, is the current expression of 
the significance of Red Sunday. The Apostle Paul writes that 
Christ Himself endured such opposition, that we should not 
grow weary in our battle against wickedness. In his letter to the 
Hebrews, Paul says: “In your struggle against sin, you have not 
yet resisted to the point of shedding your blood.” (Hebrews 
12:4). We are to use the opportunity of Red Sunday to once 
again remind ourselves of Paul’s exhortation to remain 
steadfast in the Lord, and to continue our daily labors of 
goodness and righteousness. 

St. Sarkis Programs & Events: 

ACYO Raffle: check for the flyer at the front door desk
Join us for the Sunday School

ST. SARKIS SATURDAY SCHOOL 
CARNIVAL 

May 10, 2025 12pm-5pm 

“Text to Give:
Check for the flyer at the front door desk 

First time users, text “give” to the St. Sarkis designated phone 
number, (844) 796-0091. You will receive a text back. 

Donate Your Car
Save a little of this

Keeping that extra vehicle is expensive. Donate it and save some 
money while also getting a tax-deduction. It’s a win for you and a 
win for our church! For more information, call to church office at 

(661)5057260 or (8186449398  


