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Bible Reading 

John 9:39-10:10 

39 Jesus said,[a] “For judgment I have come into this world, so that the blind 
will see and those who see will become blind.” 
40 Some Pharisees who were with him heard him say this and asked, “What? 
Are we blind too?” 
41 Jesus said, “If you were blind, you would not be guilty of sin; but now 
that you claim you can see, your guilt remains. 
The Good Shepherd and His Sheep 
10 “Very truly I tell you Pharisees, anyone who does not enter the sheep pen 
by the gate, but climbs in by some other way, is a thief and a robber. 2 The 
one who enters by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. 3 The gatekeeper 
opens the gate for him, and the sheep listen to his voice. He calls his own 
sheep by name and leads them out. 4 When he has brought out all his own, 
he goes on ahead of them, and his sheep follow him because they know his 
voice. 5 But they will never follow a stranger; in fact, they will run away 
from him because they do not recognize a stranger’s voice.” 6 Jesus used 
this figure of speech, but the Pharisees did not understand what he was 
telling them. 
7 Therefore Jesus said again, “Very truly I tell you, I am the gate for the 
sheep. 8 All who have come before me are thieves and robbers, but the 

sheep have not listened to them. 9 I am the gate; whoever enters through me 
will be saved.[b] They will come in and go out, and find pasture. 10 The thief 
comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have 
life, and have it to the full. 

Acts 20:17-38 

17 From Miletus, Paul sent to Ephesus for the elders of the church. 18 When 
they arrived, he said to them: “You know how I lived the whole time I was 
with you, from the first day I came into the province of Asia. 19 I served the 
Lord with great humility and with tears and in the midst of severe testing by 
the plots of my Jewish opponents. 20 You know that I have not hesitated to 
preach anything that would be helpful to you but have taught you publicly 
and from house to house. 21 I have declared to both Jews and Greeks that 
they must turn to God in repentance and have faith in our Lord Jesus. 
22 “And now, compelled by the Spirit, I am going to Jerusalem, not knowing 
what will happen to me there. 23 I only know that in every city the Holy 
Spirit warns me that prison and hardships are facing me. 24 However, I 
consider my life worth nothing to me; my only aim is to finish the race and 
complete the task the Lord Jesus has given me—the task of testifying to the 
good news of God’s grace. 
25 “Now I know that none of you among whom I have gone about preaching 
the kingdom will ever see me again. 26 Therefore, I declare to you today that 
I am innocent of the blood of any of you. 27 For I have not hesitated to 
proclaim to you the whole will of God. 28 Keep watch over yourselves and 
all the flock of which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers. Be shepherds 
of the church of God,[a] which he bought with his own blood.[b] 29 I know 
that after I leave, savage wolves will come in among you and will not spare 
the flock. 30 Even from your own number men will arise and distort the truth 
in order to draw away disciples after them. 31 So be on your guard! 
Remember that for three years I never stopped warning each of you night 
and day with tears. 

Feast	of	Ascension	of	Our	Lord	Jesus	Christ	
May 29, 2025 

The Armenian Church celebrates the Feast of the Ascension of Our Lord 
on the fortieth day following the Feast of the Glorious Resurrection of 
Our Savior Jesus Christ. Following His Resurrection and defeat of death, 
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Christ remained on earth for forty days, and continued to appear to His 
disciples. On the fortieth day, Christ is seen by His disciples for the last 
time. He blesses them and leaves them with instructions, after which He 
ascends into heaven. Two of the Gospel writers, St. Mark and St. Luke, 
testify about Christ’s ascension. There is also an account of it in the Acts 
of the Apostles. Following a final meeting of Christ with the eleven 
remaining apostles, St. Mark writes, “So then, after the Lord had spoken 
unto them, he was received up into heaven, and sat on the right hand of 
God.” (Mark 16:19) St. Luke gives a little greater detail as he writes, “And 
he led them out as far as to Bethany, and he lifted up his hands, and 
blessed them. And it came to pass, while he blessed them, he was parted 
from them, and carried up into heaven. And they worshipped him, and 
returned to Jerusalem with great joy, and were continually in the 
temple, praising and blessing God. Amen.” (Luke 24: 50-53)But by far 
the most beautiful account of the Ascension can be found in the Book of 
Acts:  “And when he had spoken these things, while they beheld, he was 
taken up; and a cloud received him out of their sight. And while they 
looked steadfastly toward heaven as he went up, behold, two men stood 
by them in white apparel; which also said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand 
ye gazing up into heaven? This same Jesus, which is taken up from you 
into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen him go into 
heaven.” (Acts 1:9-11) The hymn that is sung in the Armenian Church 
on Ascension Day mentions the miraculous event of Christ’s Ascension 
into heaven and the descent of the Holy Spirit on the Apostles. In the 
Armenian Church, the day of Jesus Christ’s Ascension is also 
commemorated for another reason as well. On this date in 1441, the See 
of the Catholicosate of All Armenians was returned to its historical 
origins. Following a resolution of the National Assembly gathered in 
Vagharshapad, the Patriarchal See was relocated from the city of Sis in 
Western Armenia to the Mother See of Holy Etchmiadzin. Following his 
vision of Christ striking the ground with a golden hammer, St. Gregory 
the Illuminator had founded the Cathedral of Holy Etchmiadzin in 303.  
However, less than 200 years later, in 484, the Patriarchal See was forced 
to relocate, and for the next 1000 years, settled in various cities 
throughout Armenia.  The decision to return the throne of the 

Catholicos to the Mother See of Holy Etchmiadzin was the fulfillment of 
a national dream for the Armenian people. 

St. Sarkis Programs & Events: 

ACYO Raffle: check for the flyer at the front door desk 
Join us for the Sunday School 

INTERPRETATION OF THE DIVINE LITURGY 
AFTER BADARAK 

SUNDAY 
05/25/2025 

CUILDREN’S DAY EVENT 
June 1st after Divine Liturgy 

Sponsored by St. Sarkis ACYO 

“Text to Give: 
Check for the flyer at the front door desk 

First time users, text “give” to the St. Sarkis designated phone 
number, (844) 796-0091. You will receive a text back. 

Donate Your Car 
Save a little of this 

Keeping that extra vehicle is expensive. Donate it and save some money 
while also getting a tax-deduction. It’s a win for you and a 

win for our church! For more information, call to church office at 
(661)5057260 or (818)6449398  
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