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Bible Reading

Galatians 4:3-18

3 So also, when we were underage, we were in slavery under the
elemental spiritual forces[a] of the world. 4 But when the set time
had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under the
law, 5 to redeem those under the law, that we might receive adoption
to sonship.[b] 6 Because you are his sons, God sent the Spirit of his
Son into our hearts, the Spirit who calls out, “Abba,[c] Father.” 7 So
you are no longer a slave, but God’s child; and since you are his
child, God has made you also an heir. 8 Formerly, when you did not
know God, you were slaves to those who by nature are not gods. 9
But now that you know God—or rather are known by God—how is
it that you are turning back to those weak and miserable forces[d]?
Do you wish to be enslaved by them all over again? 10 You are
observing special days and months and seasons and years! 11 I fear
for you, that somehow I have wasted my efforts on you. 12 I plead
with you, brothers and sisters, become like me, for I became like
you. You did me no wrong. 13 As you know, it was because of an
illness that I first preached the gospel to you, 14 and even though my
illness was a trial to you, you did not treat me with contempt or
scorn. Instead, you welcomed me as if [ were an angel of God, as if |
were Christ Jesus himself. 15 Where, then, is your blessing of me
now? I can testify that, if you could have done so, you would have

torn out your eyes and given them to me. 16 Have I now become
your enemy by telling you the truth? 17 Those people are zealous to
win you over, but for no good. What they want is to alienate you
from us, so that you may have zeal for them. 18 It is fine to be
zealous, provided the purpose is good, and to be so always, not just
when [ am with you.

Luke 4:14-23 New International Version

Jesus Rejected at Nazareth 14 Jesus returned to Galilee in the power
of the Spirit, and news about him spread through the whole
countryside. 15 He was teaching in their synagogues, and everyone
praised him. 16 He went to Nazareth, where he had been brought up,
and on the Sabbath day he went into the synagogue, as was his
custom. He stood up to read, 17 and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah
was handed to him. Unrolling it, he found the place where it is
written: 18 “The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed
me to proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim
freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to set
the oppressed free, 19  to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”[a]
20 Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant and sat
down. The eyes of everyone in the synagogue were fastened on him.
21 He began by saying to them, “Today this scripture is fulfilled in
your hearing.” 22 All spoke well of him and were amazed at the
gracious words that came from his lips. “Isn’t this Joseph’s son?”
they asked. 23 Jesus said to them, “Surely you will quote this
proverb to me: ‘Physician, heal yourself!” And you will tell me, ‘Do
here in your hometown what we have heard that you did in
Capernaum.’” The Feast of

THE FEAST OF THE HOLY EVANGELISTS

This Saturday, October 19, the Armenian Church commemorates the
Holy Evangelists, Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John, the authors of the
four Gospels. The word Evangelist comes from the Greek evangelists
which means “one who brings good news.” Evangelists are given the
special ability by the Holy Spirit to communicate the Gospel of Jesus
Christ clearly and effectively. In the early days of the church
evangelism was the work of the apostles. By the third century, the
authors of the four canonical Gospels became known as the Holy
Evangelists, and as the church grew “evangelist” began to denote a



specific office that could include “apostles, prophets, evangelists,
pastors and teachers” (see Ephesians 4:11-12). Matthew is the patron
of the Church’s mission. The Gospel attributed to him closes with
Jesus’ command to His disciples and followers to, “Go therefore and
make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the
father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to
obey everything that I have commanded you. And remember, I am
with you always, to the end of the age.” (Matthew 28:19-20) Mark
had significant influence on the advancement of Christianity.
Although the Gospel according to Mark is a narrative of the life of
Jesus, theologians consider it to be a handbook of discipleship. The
dominant message is that being a Christian is not only to believe in
Jesus Christ, it is also living according to the example set by Jesus.
According to tradition, Mark was the first bishop of Alexandria. One
of the most magnificent cathedrals in the world is named after him in
Venice, where his relics are kept. Luke is the author of the third
Gospel and the Book of Acts. He is considered to be the patron of
physicians and artists. The Gospel according to Luke describes Jesus
as “the healer of a broken world.” Luke is also noted for his concern
for the poor, the marginalized, women, and social outcasts. His
Gospel does not end with the Resurrection, but continues to
Pentecost and the eternal presence of Christ in the world.
Traditionally he is believed to be one of the Seventy and the
unnamed disciple in Emmaus. John, often called the “beloved
disciple,” is the author of the fourth Gospel. He was the only one of
the twelve disciples who did not forsake Christ and stood at the foot
of the Cross. Jesus entrusted his mother to John’s care on the day of
the Crucifixion. The best-known verse in his Gospel is John 3:16:
“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, that whoever
believes in him should not perish but have eternal life.” According to
tradition, John left Jerusalem after attending the first ecumenical
council and went to Asia Minor and settled in Ephesus. He was
exiled to the island of Patmos where he wrote the book of
Revelation, although more recently scholars have concluded that
John the Apostle and John of Patmos were two different people.
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