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Sunday. December 7. 2025
Bible Reading

Luke 14:12-24

12 Then Jesus said to his host, “When you give a luncheon or
dinner, do not invite your friends, your brothers or sisters, your
relatives, or your rich neighbors; if you do, they may invite you
back and so you will be repaid. 13 But when you give a banquet,
invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind, 14 and you will
be blessed. Although they cannot repay you, you will be repaid
at the resurrection of the righteous.” 15 When one of those at the
table with him heard this, he said to Jesus, “Blessed is the one
who will eat at the feast in the kingdom of God.”

16 Jesus replied: “A certain man was preparing a great banquet
and invited many guests. 17 At the time of the banquet he sent
his servant to tell those who had been invited, ‘Come, for
everything is now ready.’ 18 “But they all alike began to make
excuses. The first said, ‘I have just bought a field, and I must
go and see it. Please excuse me.’ 19 “Another said, ‘I have just
bought five yoke of oxen, and I’'m on my way to try them out.
Please excuse me.’ 20 “Still another said, ‘I just got married, so
I can’t come.’ 21 “The servant came back and reported this to
his master. Then the owner of the house became angry and
ordered his servant, ‘Go out quickly into the streets and alleys
of the town and bring in the poor, the crippled, the blind and
the lame.’ 22 ““Sir,” the servant said, ‘what you ordered has been

done, but there is still room.” 23 “Then the master told his
servant, ‘Go out to the roads and country lanes and compel
them to come in, so that my house will be full. 241 tell you, not
one of those who were invited will get a taste of my banquet.””

1 Thessalonians 1:1-2:12

1 Paul, Silasw and Timothy, To the church of the Thessalonians in
God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: Grace and peace to you.
2 We always thank God for all of you and continually mention you in
our prayers. 3 We remember before our God and Father your work
produced by faith, your labor prompted by love, and your endurance
inspired by hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. 4 For we know, brothers
and sistersm loved by God, that he has chosen you, 5 because our
gospel came to you not simply with words but also with power, with
the Holy Spirit and deep conviction. You know how we lived among
you for your sake. 6 You became imitators of us and of the Lord, for
you welcomed the message in the midst of severe suffering with the
joy given by the Holy Spirit. 7 And so you became a model to all the
believers in Macedonia and Achaia. 8 The Lord’s message rang out
from you not only in Macedonia and Achaia—your faith in God has
become known everywhere. Therefore we do not need to say
anything about it, 9 for they themselves report what kind of reception
you gave us. They tell how you turned to God from idols to serve the
living and true God, 19 and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he
raised from the dead—Jesus, who rescues us from the coming wrath.

Commemoration of St. Stephen the Protomartyr and the
first martyr /December 25,2025

- 3 St. Stephen is one of the most
3 'é" beloved saints of the
-~~~ MM Universal Church, the first
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person martyred for the sake of Christ’s doctrine of love. According
to the hagiographical sources he was from the royal dynasty of Judas
and was the son of law-abiding parents. Still a young man he was the
servant of the chief priest Kayipaya. According to the same sources
when the Lord was taken to home, Stephen took off the cloth from
his head and spread it under the Lord’s feet thus expressing his true
and sincere love. This naturally annoyed the chief priest and he
turned Stephen out. Stephen witnessed the death and burial of the
Lord but rejoiced with the apostles for the Glorious Resurrection of
Christ. According to St. Gregory of Tatev he went to the apostles
Peter and John and was baptized. At the moment of baptism an
aureole (crown) appeared on the water. After that miraculous event
he was called “Stephen” meaning (crowned). From the Acts of the
Apostles it is known that after the Pentecost apostles served the
tables and gave subsidies to the poor. From day to day increased the
number of those who believed in Christ. As the apostles were unable
to meet the needs of everybody, asked their disciples to choose 7
persons of good reputation for serving the tables. According to St.
Luke the Evangelist one of them was St. Stephen, “... a man full of
faith and of the Holy Spirit” (Acts 6:5). By the power received from
Christ apostles ordained him deacon. Thanks to his God-granted
virtues and power Stephen worked wonders. Many people tried to
argue with him, but no one was as wise as Stephen. So, some ill-
willing persons persuaded some people to say that Stephen scolded
God and the Prophet Moses. Inciting the people, the priests and the
lawyers they took Stephen to the court. In his speech in his defense
Stephen proved that Jesus was the promised Messiah, and
reproached the Jews for their cruelty. He was stoned out of the city
and his cloths were put before a man whose name was Saul and who
later became the Apostle Peter. In the beginning he persecuted
Christians but later he knew the true God — Jesus Christ, and became
the most zealous preacher of the Gospel. St. Stephen was the first
person martyred for the sake of Christ and that’s why he is called
Protomartyr. According to the tradition Gamaliel, the teacher of the
Apostle Peter, and Nicodemus, his brother, who were secrete
disciples of Jesus, buried the saint’s body in their farm. Soon a priest
named Lukianus discovered the relics. And Pontiff Hovhan of
Jerusalem put them in St. Sion. In the V century Princess Juliane
found the saint’s tabernacle in Jerusalem and took it to

Constantinople, and later — to Venice and buried it in the Church of
St. George (St. Gevorg) island.

St. Sarkis Programs & Events: I

ACYO Raffle: check for the flyer at the front door desk
Join us for the Sunday School

“Text to Give:
Check for the flyer at the front door desk
First time users, text “give” to the St. Sarkis designated phone
number, (844) 796-0091. You will receive a text back.

Donate Your Car
Save a little of this
Keeping that extra vehicle is expensive. Donate it and save some
money while also getting a tax-deduction. It’s a win for you and a
win for our church! For more information, call to church office at
(661)5057260 or (8186449398 24626 Kansas Street, Newhall CA
91321 Website: www.stsarkischurchscv.org
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