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Philippians 3:1-4:9 
3 Further, my brothers and sisters, rejoice in the Lord! It is no 
trouble for me to write the same things to you again, and it is a 
safeguard for you. 2 Watch out for those dogs, those evildoers, 
those mutilators of the flesh.  3  For it is we who are the 
circumcision,  we who serve God by his Spirit, who boast in 
Christ Jesus, and who put no confidence in the flesh— 4 though 
I myself have reasons for such confidence. 
If someone else thinks they have reasons to put confidence in 
the flesh, I have more: 5 circumcised on the eighth day, of the 
people of Israel,  of the tribe of Benjamin,  a Hebrew of 
Hebrews; in regard to the law, a Pharisee;  6  as for 
zeal, persecuting the church; as for righteousness based on the 
law, faultless. 
7 But whatever were gains to me I now consider loss  for the 
sake of Christ.  8  What is more, I consider everything a loss 
because of the surpassing worth of knowing  Christ Jesus my 
Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things. I consider them 
garbage, that I may gain Christ  9  and be found in him, not 
having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but 

that which is through faith in[a] Christ—the righteousness  that 
comes from God on the basis of faith.  

Luke 17:20-18:14 
20 Once, on being asked by the Pharisees when the kingdom of God 
would come,  Jesus replied, “The coming of the kingdom of God is 
not something that can be observed,  21 nor will people say, ‘Here it 
is,’ or ‘There it is,’ because the kingdom of God is in your midst.”[a] 
22 Then he said to his disciples, “The time is coming when you will 
long to see one of the days of the Son of Man, but you will not see 
it.  23 People will tell you, ‘There he is!’ or ‘Here he is!’ Do not go 
running off after them. 24 For the Son of Man in his day[b] will be like 
the lightning, which flashes and lights up the sky from one end to the 
other. 25 But first he must suffer many things and be rejected by this 
generation. 
26 “Just as it was in the days of Noah, so also will it be in the days of 
the Son of Man. 27 People were eating, drinking, marrying and being 
given in marriage up to the day Noah entered the ark. Then the flood 
came and destroyed them all. 
28  “It was the same in the days of Lot.  People were eating and 
drinking, buying and selling, planting and building.  29  But the day 
Lot left Sodom, fire and sulfur rained down from heaven and 
destroyed them all. 
30  “It will be just like this on the day the Son of Man is 
revealed.  31  On that day no one who is on the housetop, with 
possessions inside, should go down to get them. Likewise, no one in 
the field should go back for anything.  32  Remember Lot’s 
wife!  33  Whoever tries to keep their life will lose it, and whoever 
loses their life will preserve it. 34 I tell you, on that night two people 
will be in one bed; one will be taken and the other left.  35  Two 
women will be grinding grain together; one will be taken and the 
other left.” 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians%25203:1-4:9&version=NIV#fen-NIV-29431a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%252017:20-18:14&version=NIV#fen-NIV-25673a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%252017:20-18:14&version=NIV#fen-NIV-25676b


SUNDAY OF THE JUDG 

The fifth Sunday of Great Lent is called the Sunday of the 
Judge. The message of the day teaches us with the parable of 
the widow and the Judge. This parable comes to us in the 
Gospel of St. Luke (Luke 18:1-8). The parable tells the story of 
a widow who repeatedly came to a judge, who neither feared 
God nor respected man, and pled for her rights. For a long 
period of time the judge refused to act, but in the end, he 
fulfilled her request, to put an end to her continuous appeals. 
Otherwise, he feared that she would continue to return 
indefinitely. 

After telling this parable, the Lord assures everyone, that if a 
man as corrupt and unfair as this judge decided in favor of the 
widow, then God surely would judge in favor of his own 
people and grant the requests of all those who submit to Him 
through prayer. This parable exhorts us to always and 
continually pray, as prayer symbolizes the soul’s eternal 
striving and thirst for God.  The parable also contains an appeal 
from Christ. After telling the parable, Christ says: “But will the 
Son of Man find faith on earth when He comes?” In His words, 
Jesus gives a reference to the Second Coming, and sadness and 
anguish are felt in the Lord’s remark. It is truly painful for the 

Savior that many people may be subject to just, yet cruel 
judgment, instead of becoming the inheritors of the Kingdom 
of God. 

St. Sarkis Programs & Events: 

ACYO Raffle: check for the flyer at the front door desk
Join us for the Sunday School

 “Text to Give:
Check for the flyer at the front door desk 

First time users, text “give” to the St. Sarkis designated phone 
number, (844) 796-0091. You will receive a text back. 

www.stsarkischurchscv.org 
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