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Bible Reading

Luke 2:1-7

The Birth of Jesus
2 In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the 
world should be registered. 2 This was the first registration and was 
taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3 All went to their own 
towns to be registered. 4 Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth 
in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because 
he was descended from the house and family of David. 5 He went to 
be registered with Mary,  to  whom he was engaged and who was 
expecting a child. 6 While they were there, the time came for her to 
deliver  her  child. 7 And  she  gave  birth  to  her  firstborn  son  and 
wrapped him in bands of cloth and laid him in a manger, because 
there was no place in the guest room.

Galatians 3:29-4:7
29 And if you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s offspring,
[a] heirs according to the promise.

4 My point is this: heirs, as long as they are minors, are no better 
than those who are enslaved, though they are the owners of all the 
property, 2 but  they remain under  guardians  and trustees  until  the 
date set by the father. 3 So with us; while we were minors, we were 
enslaved to the elemental principles[b] of the world. 4 But when the 
fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born 
under the law, 5 in order to redeem those who were under the law, so 
that we might receive adoption as children. 6 And because you are 
children, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our[c] hearts, crying, 
“Abba![d] Father!” 7 So you are no longer a slave but a child, and if 
a child then also an heir through God.

Feast of the Assumption of the Holy 
Mother of God

Each year on the Sunday closest to the date of August 15, the Armenian 
Church  celebrates  the  Feast  of  the  Assumption  of  St.  Mary,  the  Holy 
Mother of God. In the Calendar of the Armenian Church, this feast is the 
fourth of five major feasts that are commemorated, and is the oldest one 
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dedicated  to  St.  Mary.  In  the  Holy  Bible,  there  is  little  information 
concerning  the  details  of  St.  Mary’s  life.  As  a  result,  the  story  of  her 
Assumption has been preserved and passed on to us through the Holy and 
Sacred Tradition of the Apostolic Church.

Following  the  crucifixion  of  Jesus  Christ,  the  Holy  Virgin  remains  in 
Jerusalem, and lives under the care of St. John the Evangelist. For nearly 12 
years, St. Mary lives by praying, fasting, and often visiting the empty tomb 
of  her  beloved  Son.  During  one  such  visit  to  the  tomb,  the  Archangel 
Gabriel  appears  and  gives  her  the  news  of  her  imminent  assumption  to 
heaven. St. Mary relays the news to her relatives and all Christians, asking 
them to  bury  her  in  the  valley  of  Gethsemane.  St.  Mary  also  asks  the 
Apostle  John  to  celebrate  a  Divine  Liturgy,  so  she  may  receive  Holy 
Communion one final  time.  After receiving Holy Communion,  St.  Mary 
returns to her room. As the Apostles prepare to mourn her death, St. John 
asks the Mother of God to leave an image of her face on a board of wood.  
St. Mary takes the board, crosses herself and brings it close to her face.  
Moistening the board with her tears, she asks God that by means of the 
board, people would be cured from disease.  As the Apostles surround St. 
Mary, an indescribable light appears. The Son of God and the angels of 
heaven appear in the room. Seeing Christ, St. Mary dies. St. Bartholomew 
the Apostle was absent and did not participate in the burial service of St.  
Mary. Upon his return to Jerusalem, he wishes to see St. Mary for the last 
time. Per his request, the Apostles open the tomb, yet they do not find the 
remains of St. Mary.  According to His promise, Jesus Christ had delivered 
His mother to His heavenly kingdom. The Apostles give the board of St.  
Mary to St. Bartholomew for consolation. On the Feast of the Assumption 
of St. Mary, the Ceremony of the Blessing of the Grapes is conducted, and 
the harvest for the entire year is blessed on that day.

St. Sarkis Programs & Events:

Join us for our Saturday AND Sunday School

Join us for the deacons’
classes

Bible Study Wednesday
6:30pm 

 “Text to Give:
Check for the flyer at the front door desk

First time users, text “give” to the St. Sarkis designated phone
number, (844) 796-0091. You will receive a text back.

www.stsarkischurchscv.org
661-5057260
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