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Bible Reading

2 Corinthians 7:4-16

41 am acting with "great boldness toward you; °I have great pride in
you; PI am filled with comfort. In all our affliction, I am overflowing
with joy.

5 For even ‘when we came into Macedonia, our bodies had no rest,
but we were afflicted at every turn—'fighting without and fear
within. 6 But *God, who comforts the downcast, ‘comforted us by the
coming of Titus, 7 and not only by his coming but also by the
comfort with which he was comforted by you, as he told us of your
longing, your mourning, your zeal for me, so that I rejoiced still
more. 8 For “even if I made you grieve with my letter, I do not regret
it—though T did regret it, for I see that that letter grieved you,
though only for a while. 9 As it is, I rejoice, not because you were
grieved, but “because you were grieved into repenting. For you felt a
godly grief, so that you suffered no loss through us.

10 For *godly grief produces a repentance that leads to salvation
without regret, whereas *worldly grief produces death. 11 For see
what earnestness this godly grief has produced in you, but also what
eagerness to clear yourselves, what indignation, what fear, what
longing, “what zeal, what punishment! At every point you have
proved yourselves innocent in the matter. 12 So although I wrote to
you, it was not for the sake of the one *who did the wrong, nor for the
sake of the one who suffered the wrong, but in order that your
earnestness for us might be revealed to you in the sight of
God. 13 Therefore "we are comforted.

Mark 7:31-37

3 Then Jesus left the vicinity of Tyre and went through Sidon, down
to the Sea of Galilee and into the region of the Decapolis. ** There
some people brought to him a man who was deaf and could hardly
talk, and they begged Jesus to place his hand on him.

3 After he took him aside, away from the crowd, Jesus put his fingers
into the man’s ears. Then he spit and touched the man’s tongue. * He
looked up to heavenand with a deep sighsaid to
him, “Ephphatha!” (which means “Be opened!”). 3 At this, the
man’s ears were opened, his tongue was loosened and he began to
speak plainly.

% Jesus commanded them not to tell anyone. But the more he did so,
the more they kept talking about it. ¥ People were overwhelmed with
amazement. “He has done everything well,” they said. “He even
makes the deaf hear and the mute speak.”

The Beauty of Life
Genesis

The gifts of God are many in this life. That's how life is
beautiful. Every next step of our life is bestowed with gifts
given by God. God created this life for man to enjoy it.

There is perfection in everything, and man himself was perfect
when God created this universe. God put His own perfection in
His creation. In His creation, it's obvious how God makes sure
we are safe in worldly commotions.

Do you see, dear faithful, how rich the life that God created for
us is? And it is God's will for man to live and enjoy this life.
God also put His beauty in His creation, which is expressed in
beautiful nature. Whatever God created, the Bible says, "And
God saw that it was good."

This expression means that God's creation should continue to
be cultivated through good deeds and initiatives, and it has all
been given to man's care.
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In Genesis 1 we read: "28 God blessed them and said to them,
“Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it.
Rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky and over
every living creature that moves on the ground.”

Rev. Fr. Zaven Markosyan
Parish Priest
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St. Sarkis Programs & Events:

Grandparents Day Sunday September 13"
After divine li

Join us for our Saturday AND Sunday School
classes
Bible Study Wednesday
6:30pm
III I E'i 2 .
Check for the flyer at the front door desk

First time users, text “give” to the St. Sarkis designated phone
number, (844) 796-0091. You will receive a text back.
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