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Matthew 12:1-8

12 At that time Jesus went through the grainfields on the Sabbath.
His disciples were hungry and began to pick some heads of grain and
eat them. *When the Pharisees saw this, they said to him, “Look!
Your disciples are doing what is unlawful on the Sabbath.” *He
answered, “Haven’t you read what David did when he and his
companions were hungry? *He entered the house of God, and he and
his com-panions ate the consecrated bread—which was not lawful

for them to do, but only for the priests. >Or haven’t you read in the
Law that the priests on Sabbath duty in the temple desecrate the
Sabbath and yet are innocent? °I tell you that something greater than
the temple is here. ’If you had known what these words mean, ‘I

desire mercy, not sacri-fice,”"® you would not have condemned the

innocent. 8 For the Son of Man is Lord of the Sabbath.”

Romans 6:12-23

2 Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body so that you obey
its evil desires. ®Do not offer any part of yourself to sin as an
instrument of wickedness, but rather offer yourselves to God as those
who have been brought from death to life; and offer every part of
yourself to him as an instrument of righteousness. * For sin shall no
longer be your master, because you are not under the law, but under
grace.

Slaves to Righteousness

What then? Shall we sin because we are not under the law but
under grace? By no means! **Don’t you know that when you offer

yourselves to someone as obedient slaves, you are slaves of the one
you obey—whether you are slaves to sin, which leads to death, or to
obedience, which leads to righteousness? But thanks be to
God that, though you used to be slaves to sin, you have come to obey
from your heart the pattern of teaching that has now claimed your
allegiance. ® You have been set free from sin and have become
slaves to righteousness. I am using an example from everyday
life because of your human limitations. Just as you used to offer
yourselves as slaves to impurity and to ever-increasing wickedness,
so now offer yourselves as slaves to righteousness leading to
holiness. ® When you were slaves to sin, you were free from the
control of righteousness. > What benefit did you reap at that time
from the things you are now ashamed of? Those things result in
death! *?But now that you have been set free from sin and have
become slaves of God, the benefit you reap leads to holiness, and the
result is eternal life. ® For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of
God is eternal life in®® Christ Jesus our Lord.

Feast of Exaltation of the Holy Cross
September 13 2026
Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross is the last one of the five
major feasts of the Armenian Apostolic Church. It is the most
important feast among the feasts dedicated to the Holy Cross, as it is
dedicated to the history of the return of the Holy Cross from
imprisonment, its elevation and glorification.

Holly Cross
Nothing is more precious than life. By dying for all people,

including those who hated Him, our Lord showed His infinite mercy
and His infinite love for every individual. He also showed how evil
sin is, since it could not be removed without our Lord's Sacrifice of
Himself.The divine blood that our Lord shed for the expiation of the
sins of the world is infinitely precious. By his life, passion and death
Jesus Christ made it really and abundantly possible for all people
without exception to re-united with God.



https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%2012%3A1-8&version=NIV#fen-NIV-23497a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans%206%3A12-23&version=NIV

The Divine Liturgy is the continuation of the Sacrifice of our Lord of
Himself. When we truly do our part in this sacrament we share in
this Sacrifice. The Divine Liturgy is also a feast of Love, for our
Lord sacrificed Himself for us only, that is without any benefit
whatever for Himself, for He Himself was sinless. True sharers in the
Divine Liturgy must know how to bear suffering; at the same time
they must ever be ready to do anything for the sake of God.
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I St. Sarkis Programs & Events:

6:30pm
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Check for the flyer at the front door desk

First time users, text “give” to the St. Sarkis designated phone




number, (844) 796-0091. You will receive a text back.
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